Guide Co-ordinator Report 

The Baden-Powell Challenge is the highest award a Guide can gain in the Guide section. It is personally challenging and involves sustained effort over a period of time. The final part of the challenge is for the Guide to take part in an ‘Adventure’. This is a celebration of all she has achieved in guiding so far and is not subject to any kind of formal assessment.

Lancashire north-west held four Baden-Powell Adventure weekends in 2007 each at Guys Farm Activity Centre. Each weekend is led by four guiders who are made up from two core guiders and two specialist guiders. Guiders are generally approached for their known skill to help run a weekend or some ask to volunteer. Whatever route they come to us they are made very welcome.

We have had 75 girls undertaking the Baden Powell Adventure in 2007 some of whom are guests from other Counties. Crosby, Merseyside, Bolton and Wigan have all sent girls to our events after hearing of our success from the regional commissioner.

A popular BP camp was held in July with the theme of ‘Big Brother’. Girls arrived at Guys Farm having to say good bye to parents on the doorstep, leave their suitcases outside and step inside the big brother house.

Initially all was quiet as each girl entered the house but after the first 30 minutes and the cocktails flowing girls were chatting and laughing away.

Girls were given tasks, clean cars in the p.js, shell peas and find the average in each pod, make a fence as well as having a pamper session and a pink party.

Pizza and Chinese was delivered for housemates passing their tasks and on the live evection big brother announce ‘this is big brother you are live in front of your parents .. please do not swear’

It is recommended that only 3-4 girls from one unit attend a camp at each time. This way girls mix and meet other guides from across the County and other parts of the North-West.

The purpose of any adventure is to try something new, celebrate their time in guiding (so far), enjoy themselves and have fun! Each BP camp has strived to realize this and girls have given 100% feedback each time that this has been achieved.

Comments from girls included:

‘I have made so many new friends’ 

 ‘ it was great fun’ ‘

 I think big brother was a little cruel sometime – love it!’

 ‘ no jobs when can I come again’

