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Before writing this report I listed all the events in the County during 2007/2008 and was amazed at how busy we have been – and it did not include outdoor activities!
We started off the year with Commissioner trainings in Lostock Hall and at Guys Farm, they were well-attended and the comments on the evaluation forms excellent.
Both the Senior Section and Brownie programmes have been reviewed and evenings were held around the County to update as many Leaders as possible. The Brownie evenings were particularly well attended with over 100 leaders attending the trainings – we almost ran out of space at the Mencap Centre in Chorley!

The Christmas Craft evening was quickly booked up and some Leaders were disappointed at not being able to attend. It was a very enjoyable evening and I have no doubt that applications for the Craft weekend at Guys Farm in November will soon start arriving.

We have organised evenings for leaders who may be interested in taking their girls abroad and another for leaders who wanted to discover more about becoming Trainers. Both were very informative and interesting, and one Leader has now applied to become a Trainer – an excellent result! 

Guiders Day in March was well attended and comments on the evaluation forms were especially good with comments made on the relaxed atmosphere. 

On 5th April almost 500 Rainbows, plus their Leaders, took over Pontin’s in Blackpool to celebrate Rainbows 21st Birthday. It was an amazing sight when we first walked into the building as Pontin’s had tied pink balloons to the chairs; it was even more amazing later to see so many Rainbows together enjoying a party. The girls had a brilliant time and comments received from Leaders and Commissioners were excellent.
There have been two County Weekends in the year, in October we visited Lorne for the first time. Everyone enjoyed the weekend and the extra cost involved, with the airfare, was considered worth the experience. The last time we visited Waddow it had been suggested that it would be lovely to be there in the summer when the evenings are light therefore this year County Weekend was held in June at Waddow. Unfortunately it was not as well-attended as usual but the atmosphere and trainings were excellent and very relaxed and it was great to see many young or new leaders attending.

We finished the year with Centenary roadshows – 3 evenings were held around the County to update leaders on GirlguidingUK’s and the County’s plans for the centenary celebrations. There will be so many exciting opportunities available for girls and leaders to take part in.

The Changing the World project has just been released, and now I have a challenge for you!  Please take every opportunity to promote the project by encouraging Leaders to participate in at least one of the projects and recording their actions online. Wouldn’t it be a fantastic achievement if we could say in July 2009 that every Unit in our County had taken part and helped change the world?
Sylvia Fisher
