
Guide Co-ordinator Report 

The Baden-Powell Challenge is the highest award a Guide can gain in the Guide section. It is personally challenging and involves sustained effort over a period of time. The final part of the challenge is for the Guide to take part in an ‘Adventure’. This is a celebration of all she has achieved in guiding so far and is not subject to any kind of formal assessment.

Lancashire north-west held three Baden-Powell Adventure weekends in 2008 each at Guys Farm Activity Centre. Each weekend is led by four guiders who are made up from two core guiders and two specialist guiders. Guiders are generally approached for their known skill to help run a weekend or some ask to volunteer. What ever route they come to us they are made very welcome.

We have had 47 girls undertaking the Baden Powell Adventure in 2008 with a further weekend planned in November.

The first camp was ran by Claire Norris in March on a Bollywood theme. Girls had the opportunity to dress up in traditional costume, have their hands painted with Henna, watch a Bollywood film and enjoy a delicious curry.

The second camp was held in July and was on the theme of mountain rescue. The Bowland mountain rescue team came along on the Saturday and ran a whole day session on rescue – search and find. Girls learnt what techniques were needed to find a person and put that into practice in the afternoon.

Both camps were received very positively by the girls who attended them and of course they always comment on the fact they have no duties to complete.

One of the core members of the BP camps is Elaine McGougan who has attended every one in her capacity as commissioner. She has always encouraged the girls to have a great time and is very relaxed and laid back around them. Comments from the girls like ‘ is she really the county commissioner’ are common place as she will spring into action on a Saturday night with her firm favourite game ‘the singing game’ – how will I miss those impromptu requests (by Elaine!) to play the singing game.
Elaine has been a great asset to the BP challenge weekend teams and I would like to thank her for her support.

Claire Norris too is moving on from supporting the BP camps and being a coordinator of some fantastic enthusiastic weekends. The girls have always raved about her camps and she has certainly left a long lasting memory for those girls achieving their awards. Thank you Claire.


